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Support for CTPAT Implementation
by Jeanette Reed
Most of you have probably heard the news this past
weekend about the bombs placed on board both passenger
aircraft and cargo only aircraft. Even though the U.S. has
100% passenger cargo screening in place it is not always
capable of finding the type of high explosive active
ingredients in this weekend's terrorist threat. The
ingredient used is a military grade explosive powerful
enough to blow up a car with just a 100 grams. It is also
the same type of explosive that terrorists like the ShoeBomber attempted to use, and the same one that the
infamous Christmas flight bomber failed to use on his flight
to Detroit.
According to the article written by By Joseph Berger and
Robert F. Worth in this morning's Boston Globe newspaper:
"The bombs were sophisticated and expertly constructed,
US officials said Saturday, further evidence that Al Qaeda’s
affiliate in Yemen is improving its abilities to strike on
American soil.
Investigators said the bomb discovered at the Dubai airport
in the United Arab Emirates was concealed in a HewlettPackard desktop printer, with high explosives packed into a
cartridge to avoid detection by scanners."
(*Article Continues on Following Page)
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“The wiring of the device indicates that this was
done by professionals,’’ said one official
involved in the investigation, who like several
other officials spoke on condition of anonymity
because the inquiry was continuing. “It was set
up so that if you scan the printer, all the printer
components look right.’’
The bomb discovered in Britain was also hidden
in a printer cartridge.
Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism is
designed to reduce areas where authorities
might need to search for these types of terrorist
attacks. By becoming CTPAT certified, through
a process of security controls you institute at
your company, you minimize the risk that your
organization will be used for such an attempt
and attack. CTPAT allows authorities to more
expeditiously scourer packages and delivery
routes for other packages that may pose
greater risk.
It is true that CTPAT protects our National
Security more than provides for a carrot
stimulus to your business, but being part of a
process that enhances security can be a soft
marketing tool that everyone can use. Today
the National Threat Level as indicated on the
homepage of Homeland Security has been
elevated to High or Orange in the Airline sector.
This means if your company is not CTPAT
certified, your package may suffer more
delays than those companies that are certified.

USTR Announces Agreement to
Update Israel FTA Commemorating
the 25th Anniversary
Officials from the U.S. and Israel recently met
to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the
signing of the U.S.-Israel Free Trade Agreement
(IFTA). During the meeting, the countries
agreed to reinvigorate their trading relationship
and to ensure that the benefits of the economic
relationship are further shared and sustainable.
Officials from the countries have been asked to
develop, by the beginning of 2011, a workplan
that would address remaining barriers to U.S.Israel bilateral trade, including trade in
agriculture and services, and regulatory
differences to ensure the free movement of
goods, services and capital through modern and
efficient borders. As initial steps under the
workplan, the U.S. and Israel agreed to:
·
pursue negotiations towards
implementation of a Mutual Recognition
Agreement (MRA) for conformity assessment of
telecommunications equipment; and
·
work together to explore ways that the
two countries can facilitate trade under the
current IFTA by looking at existing customs
procedures and regulations.
USTR notice: http://www.ustr.gov/node/6225

Companies we do business with who are CTPAT
certified would agree that it took some time,
effort, and of course money to obtain their
CTPAT certification. A recent threat awareness
program offered at one of these companies,
made clear to the employees that awareness of
such activity is the first step in ensuring safe
passage of all commodities in the supply chain,
not to mention save passage of people. The
employees seem pleased to be a small but
important cog in the wheel of secure supply
chain management and national security.

The threat level in the airline sector is High or
Orange.
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CBP to Start Issuing Fines
CBP may start issuing fines for failure to file ISF or untimely filings. ISF 10+2
means Importer Security Filing and was implemented by Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) on January 26, 2009 as a means of further securing the United
States against terrorism.
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